
SCHOOL LEADERS AND PARENTS REJECT LEAGUE TABLES
 
EMBARGOED UNTIL 2AM   26/5/2009 
Over 630 School Leaders and Councillors across Australia have strongly rejected the misuse of school performance data by newspapers creating League Tables – including those produced from national literacy and numeracy tests. During last few weeks League Tables were published in Tasmania and Queensland - and as a result the Australian Secondary Principals Association (ASPA) has completed a national survey seeking views from school communities regarding the use of data.


Andrew Blair President of ASPA said that over 95% of those surveyed agreed that publishing comparisons between schools could have negative impacts on school communities. Over 90% of those responding said that League Tables are not a useful tool to improve the performance of schools. 


“It is clear that those who are working in schools across the country reject superficial and blunt League Tables as a reliable and proper view of school performance”.


“We have received some strong opinions which I will present to the Labor backbench on Tuesday morning”. 


“Publishing league tables is the lowest level of journalism and does nothing to examine the real factors behind the learning outcomes of students. Labelling students, teachers and schools in this manner is destructive. It is a reactionary, regressive, unenlightened practice and the harm created by it far outweighs any perceived benefits. It is a methodology being rejected elsewhere in the world – why are the Australian media and our political masters not learning from these international examples?”


Mr. Blair said that he, along with four other Professional Association leaders will today brief over 30 members of the Federal Labor backbench on the need to legislate against league tables in Australia.
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results from the National Survey undertaken by ASPA regarding League Tables being created from NAPLAN results.
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