Julia Gillard interviewed by Alan Jones

ALAN JONES:  Look, we’ve been debating here and the newspapers have been red hot with this issue about league tables, and no one seems to know what they’re talking about, and I just wonder if that does include the Acting Prime Minister? Can I quote you from the 16th of May in a press release and you said ‘the Rudd Government’s not interested in simplistic league tables which rank schools according to raw test scores. For instance, schools will not be ranked according to NAPLAN’ – that’s the National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy Results. That was May 16, but then after a meeting of the same time of the State and Territory Education Ministers, you said Ministers agreed that these reforms were not about simplistic league tables, which rank scores according to raw test scores. But then this week, I think it was yesterday, I read a letter of yours in the paper to the Australian in which you say – well your name’s underneath it – ‘your article states that I’ve declared I want publication of league tables banned in all States. This is blatantly untrue’. But in the same letter you say ‘I’m not interested in the publication of simplistic league tables.’ I don’t know where we are.
JULIA GILLARD:  Well Alan, hopefully I can explain this to you. We are going to bring a new era of transparency to what’s happening in our schools. When you look at our schools, there are two things – there’s the mix of abilities that kids bring to school and then there’s the difference that the school is making. So, it’s certainly true to say that kids from advantaged households who come to school already reading and writing, you know, mum and dad are educated people, they’ve had a real focus on their child’s education, they come to school with a range of advantages. Unfortunately, there are kids who come to school with a range of disadvantages. They come from homes where no one has ever sat down with a book and read to them – maybe their parents don’t read themselves. 
ALAN JONES:  So will you be ranking one school against the other? 
JULIA GILLARD:  What our comparisons will do is – we’re trying to get to the difference that the school is making. So you will be able to compare schools. 
ALAN JONES:  But only like schools. 
JULIA GILLARD:  Well you’ll be able to compare schools in your local area. So, if you’re a parent looking to make a choice in your local area, you’ll be able to do that. And then, the methodology will enable you to compare schools that are serving similar school populations. Now, every kid - no matter how humble their background - can get a great education and great results if the teaching and the school is powerful enough and dedicated enough. But we want to compare like schools - schools serving similar student populations - so we can tell what difference the teaching is making. 
ALAN JONES:  So what will league tables, so, I mean, what I don’t understand is - your letter of May 16 says ‘don’t get me wrong, I’m in favour of league tables’. Your letter suggested, it says, that ‘I was opposed to league tables, that is not true’, basically. And then you say in another letter ‘I’m not interested in the publication of league tables’. Now, what is a league table?
JULIA GILLARD:  Well, I come from a great AFL state Alan and a league table is a list that ranks from top to bottom, in order, and the problem with…
ALAN JONES:  Every school? 
JULIA GILLARD:  Every school, and the problem with doing that… 
ALAN JONES:  So, 10 000 in Australia - one to 10 000. 
JULIA GILLARD:  Well, if a newspaper wanted to do that presumably they could do that, it would take a lot of agents to produce it.
ALAN JONES:  No, would you do that? 
JULIA GILLARD:  No, we’re not going to do that and the reason we’re not going to do that is it’s not breaking it down the way I’ve described.
ALAN JONES:  Isn’t that what Barry O’Farrell’s saying? Barry O’Farrell’s saying we shouldn’t have these simplistic league tables.
JULIA GILLARD: Well Alan, there’s two things here. There’s the methodology we’re going to use for our information which is more sophisticated than a league table. It’s not about raw scores, we’re…
ALAN JONES:  Ok, I’ve got a kid at Gordon Primary right - away you go - I’ve got a kid at Gordon Primary and I’m not too sure - he comes home with a bad report - and I’m not too sure if the school’s any good, and I know that Roseville Primary is over there. Now, when I go to the internet for Roseville Primary, what will it tell me?
JULIA GILLARD: When you go to the internet for Roseville Primary it will tell you how that school’s gone in two years of national testing this year and last year.
ALAN JONES:  Nat testing in? 
JULIA GILLARD:  In reading, writing, numeracy all of the things that we do national testing in. 
ALAN JONES:  Right, right, right, OK. 
JULIA GILLARD:  So, two years of national testing results. For a secondary school it will tell you how kids are going in attaining year 12 or equivalent. It will tell you about attendance in school. It will tell you about the number of teachers in a school.
ALAN JONES:  So I’m about to be transferred to Armidale. 
JULIA GILLARD:  Yes. 
ALAN JONES:  Now, I’m about to be transferred to Armidale. I’ve got this here on Roseville, what’s it going to tell me about Armidale. 
JULIA GILLARD:  Well Alan, you’ll be able to get into any school and get the complete information about any school, which will be the testing information, the attendance information, the year twelve attainment information, numbers of teaches, the resources in the school, the qualifications of the teachers, the nature of the student population. You’ll be able to type in any school in the country and get that information. But what it will also do for you is it will enable you to compare one school with schools that serve similar student groups and what’s powerful about that is its actually telling you, for a mix of kids that has got the same challenges and same abilities, how are schools going with teaching those kids. And if you see one school going streets ahead, that means that there’s great practice there that we should be sharing. And if you see one school falling way behind, that means that we should be doing something about that school because it’s under performing and it can do better.
ALAN JONES:  But only schools with comparable with socio-economic circumstances, only schools with comparable - so you won’t be comparing a school which has a school population whose parents predominantly don’t speak English say, with a school of totally Anglo-Saxon kids – mum and dad are fluent, it’s a wealthy school and so on. Do each of those get compared?
JULIA GILLARD:  Well you could go in and look at both of those schools, but the way the site will work is it will break down like school groups for you and it will tell you something more powerful to compare the school that is looking after non-English speaking, perhaps refugee children, with schools that are looking after non-English speaking and refugee children. That will tell you more about what the school is doing. My comments about league tables are - there’s two things here. What’s the Federal Government going to make available and I’ve just described that and it will be powerful and people have never had that depth of information.  
ALAN JONES:  I agree with that Julia but you say the Rudd Government is not interested in simplistic league tables which rank schools according to raw test scores.
JULIA GILLARD:  That’s right, we’re not. We’re interested in this like school methodology. But then there’s the second question Alan and the second question is the one Mr O’Farrell has fallen over in my opinion. The second question is, what should newspapers publish once we’ve made this information available? And it would be possible for a newspaper journalist to sit on the internet site to look at, you know, as many schools as they want to and if they wanted to then they’d be able to put them in a list and put them in the newspaper. Now, Mr O’Farrell says that should be illegal. What I say is in a democracy we’ve got to get the media, let the media work out things for itself. And if we think the media’s done something that’s not accurate or not conveying complete information to people, then people like me can come on shows like yours and say, you know, well Alan, you know, I think that story’s a bit misleading because of this, that and the other thing. 
ALAN JONES:  Right, I understand. 
JULIA GILLARD:  I think it’s crude and simplistic… 
ALAN JONES:  I understand all that... okay… 
JULIA GILLARD:  … for a State Parliamentarian to say to newspapers… 
ALAN JONES:  Okay... 
JULIA GILLARD:  ...you can’t publish this. 
ALAN JONES: Okay, I understand what you’ve just told me is that I can go to Roseville School, I can go to Turramurra Primary and Armidale Primary, okay, and that’s all there and I can check what each of those schools are doing so that I can make a judgement for my children.  But where does the table come into it? Because, you have said that you are about the business of tables, you know. And you wrote this, your article states that, ‘ I have declared that I want publication of league tables banned. This is untrue.’ So, what table, what premiership table is going to be published?
JULIA GILLARD:  No, what that statement is about is about what the debate here in New South Wales about what newspapers can publish. I’m from the Federal Government, I’m the Minister for Education, what am I going to publish? Well, I’m going to publish the internet site as I described to you.
ALAN JONES:  You won’t be publishing the table but you’re not opposed to someone else. 
JULIA GILLARD:  I won’t be publishing the table and in my perfect world, newspapers would put all of the complex information, I’m talking about the sophisticated information …
ALAN JONES:  And who would you get that from, who would you get that from? I know your test scores you’d get from objective national test…
JULIA GILLARD: Absolutely. 
ALAN JONES:  … tests on children. Now all the other extraneous information that enables us to make a judgement about the resources the school has, how they can be improved. Where do you get that from?
JULIA GILLARD:  We’ll be getting that school by school, and we’ve brokered that agreement. 
ALAN JONES:  That’ll take you ten years to get that. 
JULIA GILLARD:  No it won’t. No it won’t. We have simple reporting forms from schools and we’ve brokered that agreement with states and territories, and with the Catholic and independent school systems. And Alan, it was hard fought for because Alan there is resistance to transparency. There is resistance in getting the sort of cleansing light of day on all of this. But, I think sunlight is a great disinfectant and if there are under performing schools in this country then you should know and I should know and every one of your listeners should know.  
ALAN JONES:  What about under performing teachers? 
JULIA GILLARD:  Well, those two things come together and one of the reasons that we’re investing more than half a billion dollars in teacher quality is so that we’ve got resources to make a difference to teacher quality. But Alan, I want to be clear, there’s what we’re going to make public and it will be the sophisticated information that I’ve talked about. Then, there’s the second question - should we ban other people from their way of displaying information? Mr O’Farrell says yes, ban it, stop newspapers doing those things. I say, don’t ban it but lets have a conversation about how good newspapers can be at replicating all of this sophisticated information.
ALAN JONES:  Just one final one before I go to the news – when do you expect all of this information to be available to parents, just roughly? 
JULIA GILLARD:  Well, we are aiming for the end of this year and we are aiming for two years of national testing for each school.
ALAN JONES:  Good to talk to you. Never frightened of taking a question - the Acting Prime Minister, Julia Gillard. 


