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INDEPENDENT schools fear unjust public comparisons of their income with that of government and Catholic schools in school reports to be released later this year.
The Association of Independent Schools, NSW, has written to the Federal Government to ask for assurances that the comparisons will be fair.
All schools will be required to list their income sources in national report cards. Government funding, fee revenue and other bequests will need to be listed on each school's report.
The Association of Independent Schools' chief executive, Geoff Newcombe, told the Herald that independent schools generally had no problem with the transparency of the reports, which will also rank schools according to their performance in national literacy and numeracy tests. But he was concerned that comparisons of school income sources may not be consistent.
Dr Newcombe said at present it was not possible to present income data for schools that were part of a system in a directly comparable way with data for independent schools. "When you seek information on income, the crucial information is what the income is raised for," he said.
"Independent schools raise funds for general operating purposes and to pay off loans on buildings.
"Government schools don't have any capital funding expenses. Individual schools don't pay their insurance policies, whereas independent schools have to pay for theirs.
"We want the Government to assure us before anything is published that the data is comparable between the three sectors."
Dr Newcombe said he had written to the Government to seek an assurance that public reporting of each school's income would be "directly comparable".
"We would like to see the methodology for comparing like-schools," he said. "We don't support the publication of league tables. Generally the data is not accurate data."
A letter to Dr Newcombe from the office of the Federal Education Minister, Julia Gillard, this year said the financial information reported may be "disaggregated by broad categories such as fees and levies, scholarships and grants. These requirements will be the same as those required of state government schools under the National Education Agreement."
Danielle Cronin, of the Council of Catholic School Parents, said she had surveyed many parents of children at Catholic schools who said they appreciated the move towards greater transparency and accountability in school reports.
"But there are still some concerns," she said. "The information has to be contextualised.
"There wouldn't be any resistance if the NSW legislation was used to prevent the publication of league tables."
More than a million children in years 3, 5, 7 and 9 across Australia are this week sitting for national literacy and numeracy tests. Their results will form the basis for comparisons between groups of schools that are similar in size and demographic in the school report cards.
The national teachers union has threatened to boycott future testing if data from the report cards is used for the publication of school league tables.
The NSW Government has said it would overturn legislation that prevents the publication of school league tables using student test scores.

