10 November 2009


The Hon Julia Gillard MP
Deputy Prime Minister



Dear Deputy Prime Minister

The IEUA notes the decision of MCEECDYA to accept the nomination of Mr Angelo Gavrielatos of the AEU to the Board of the AITSL.  This decision is of no surprise to the IEUA given that the AEU is the larger of the two teacher unions in Australia.

The IEUA nomination was lodged not to compete with the AEU nomination but to indicate the expectation that the newly formed AITSL should have a representative of both teacher unions.

The current decision y means that both government and non-government employers are represented on AITSL as are government teachers.  Non-government teachers alone remain unrepresented on this Board.  Our 66,000 members will not have a voice on the deliberations of this authority.

The IEUA fully supports the position of the AEU on the Board, but the AEU has never and does not purport to speak on behalf of teachers in the non-government school sector.

Essentially your decision to allow for only one teacher union representative and by default, the government teachers’ union, means that in relation to the work of a national standards authority nothing has changed from the position of the previous government, namely that non-government school teachers in Australia remain excluded from representation on such an authority.

The IEUA urges you to rectify this unsatisfactory situation at the earliest opportunity.

Yours sincerely



Chris Watt
Federal Secretary
